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subjected to order gave progress in return as a
constitutive principle to biology. And a really
universal law of causation must include the forma-
tion by some physical process of new organic
species from pre-existing forms of matter. Now,
to repeat what has been said before, it seemed
infinitely more probable that those pre-existing
forms were slightly different organisms than that
they were unorganised matter.

Such was the line taken by a very vigorous and
independent thinker, who happened to be also a
clergyman, Baden Powell (father of the celebrated
General), at that time Professor of Astronomy at
Oxford. He had been a strenuous opponent of
the Tractarian Movement, and he now resisted with
equal energy the narrow Biblical Evangelicalism
which had profited by its collapse to impose a
degrading Sabbatarian tyranny on the necks of
Englishmen. By way of giving a religious
colouring to the higher education, University
teaching had been kept in the hands of the clergy,
with the result that at Oxford the ablest clerics
had mostly become freethinkers, and of these
Baden Powell was one. Perhaps from being
behind the scenes he had learned to look on
ecclesiastical terrors with more contempt than his
lay brethren. At any rate, no other official repre-
sentative of science adhered to the general doctrine
of the Vestiges with the fearless publicity of this
Professor.

Granting that, with the exclusion of supernatural
interference from the order of nature, evolution
became a logical necessity of thought, the question
arose by what physical agency the production of